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The Bertch corporate commitment to the environment extends beyond their fucility. Since 1977 dll ussociates
understand responsible stewardship. Bertch uses specific methods, for minimizing the quuntity of new mdateridls
purchused und umount of wuste yeneruted:

e Muy 2007, uchieved environmental certification through the Kitchen Cabinet Manufacturer's
Associution (KCMA) Environmental Stewardship Program.

e Bertch creutes un Environmental Compliunce position in 1988.

o Optimizer technoloyy is used to muximize lumber ufilization. A computer progrum that calculates the
most efficient way to cut lumber to get the gredtest yield.

o|n 1986, Bertch beyun a solvent recycling program. Currently, the recycled solvent is used for cleduning,
then recycled aguin.

e Bertch ufilizes UV finishing materidls. These mMateridls emit no dir pollution und generaute little solid
hazardous wuste due to minimal amounts of voldtile orgunic compounds within the materidls.

e Purticiputed in the Governor’s Award program for waste reduction projects.

eServed on the Stute's Eurth Year Steering Committee.

e Participated in waste-reduction audits by University of Northern lowa and the DNR.

e Seedlinys have been distributed to Bertch ussocidates, us well s locul students. The founders of Bertch
have actively plunted trees for over 30 yedurs to ussure the renewdble resource is continuously
replenished.

e Eurth Duy presentations for Parthers In Educdation students, are presented by Bertch associates.

o \Wood-fired boiler und cogenerdtion units provides both heat and electricity for plants utilizing wood
waste. The enerygy produced from wood waste is used for heuting buildings and drying ovens in the
finishing room:s.

Throughout the Bertch complex, extensive recycling programs dre in place,

Box 2280 Waterloo, |IA 50704 (319) 296-2987 o www.bertch.com
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